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This tournament was so different from our first last year that it
is hard to even compare. Pit set up and load -in was easy, we had

( CA Regional March 2014

having problems with
the code; the robot was
freezing up during prac- =
tice rounds. A stressful
situation, to say the
least. The programming
team got some help from ot her
IT team onsite. Add in a late night at the hotel, and they had
us up and running again for competition matches on Saturday.

Saturday started early, and both our robot and our drive

team showed a propensity for defense. Early in the day

our autonomous wasnod6t going ye
field passing the ball, defending against the opposing alli-

ance and even using other robots to score our own goals;

turns out you can push a ball into a low goal on your own,

or by pushing the ball with another robot. Cool! 8 match-

es later, the bot and

the team were still go-

ing strong.

When not cheering in
the stands, the rest

After lots of time spent on the practice of the team kept
field, the programming team was able to busy, too. Speaking
get an autonomous program working, scor- with judges, talking
ing points at the very begin- to experts
ning of each match. about new

technologies,
snacking (of
course),
scouting
other teams
and general-
ly having a
good time
were all on
the docket.
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