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¢ƘŜ LƴƭŀƴŘ 9ƳǇƛǊŜ wŜƎƛƻƴŀƭ  ƛƴ DǊŀƴŘ ¢ŜǊǊŀŎŜΣ /ŀƭƛŦƻǊƴƛŀΣ ǿŀǎ ŀ Dw9!¢ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜΗ ²Ŝ 

ƭŜŀǊƴŜŘ ǎƻ ƳǳŎƘ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ Ǌƻōƻǘ όƛǘΩǎ ǾƛǊπ

ǘǳŀƭƭȅ ƛƴŘŜǎǘǊǳŎǝōƭŜύΣ ƻǳǊ ŘǊƛǾŜǊǎ όǾŜǊȅ 

ŀƎƎǊŜǎǎƛǾŜύΣ ƻǳǊ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳƳƛƴƎ όƎŜǩƴƎ 

ōŜǧŜǊύ ŀƴŘ ƻǳǊ ǘƻƭŜǊŀƴŎŜ ŦƻǊ ǎƭŜŜǇƭŜǎǎ 

ƴƛƎƘǘǎ όŀōƻǳǘ ŀǎ ŜȄǇŜŎǘŜŘύΦ ¢ƘŜ Ƴƻǎǘ ǊŜπ

ǿŀǊŘƛƴƎ ǇŀǊǘΣ ǘƘƻǳƎƘΚ  ²ƛƴƴƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ  9ƴƎƛπ

ƴŜŜǊƛƴƎ LƴǎǇƛǊŀǝƻƴ ŀǿŀǊŘτǿƘƛŎƘ ƎŜǘǎ ǳǎ 

ŜƴǘǊŀƴŎŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘ ŎƘŀƳǇƛƻƴǎƘƛǇ !b5 

Ǉŀȅǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǊŜƎƛǎǘǊŀǝƻƴΦ ²ƻƻ IƻƻΗ 

²Ŝ ŎƘƻǎŜ ǘƘƛǎ ǊŜƎƛƻƴŀƭ ŜǾŜƴǘ ŦƻǊ ǎŜǾŜǊŀƭ ǊŜŀǎƻƴǎΤ ǿŜ ǿŀƴǘŜŘ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ 

ŜŀǊƭȅ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎŜŀǎƻƴ ǎƻ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜΩŘ ƘŀǾŜ ǝƳŜ ǘƻ ƛƴǘŜƎǊŀǘŜ ŀƴȅǘƘƛƴƎ ǿŜ 

ƭŜŀǊƴŜŘ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ƻǳǊ 5ŜƴǾŜǊ ǘƻǳǊƴŀƳŜƴǘ ό!ǇǊƛƭ н-пύ ŀƴŘ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǿŜ 

ǿŀƴǘŜŘ ǘƻ Ǝƻ ǘƻ ŀ ŎƻƳǇŜǝǝƻƴ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǿŜ ƪƴŜǿ  ǘƘŜǊŜ ǿƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ǿƻǊƭŘ-

Ŏƭŀǎǎ ǊƻōƻǘǎΦ 9ǾŜǊȅƻƴŜ ŀƎǊŜŜǎ  

ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ǿƻǊǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǘǊƛǇΗ 

wƻōƻǘ 5ŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘΥ CǊƻƳ ǇǊƻǘƻǘȅǇƛƴƎ ǘƻ 

ǘƻŘŀȅΣ ǘƘŜ Ǌƻōƻǘ Ƙŀǎ ŎƘŀƴƎŜŘ ŀ ƭƻǘΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ 

ǘƘŜ ŬǊǎǘ Ŧǳƭƭ /!5 ƳƻŘŜƭ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǊƻōƻǘΣ ƛƴ ƛǘǎ 

ŬǊǎǘ ƛƴŎŀǊƴŀǝƻƴΦ 

hǳǊ ƴŜȄǘ ŎƻƳǇŜǝǝƻƴ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ  
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DŜǘ ŘƛǊŜŎǝƻƴǎ ƻǊ ŬƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǿŜōŎŀǎǘΥ 
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This tournament was so different from our first last year that it 

is hard to even compare. Pit set up and load -in was easy, we had 

a functional bot for the very first practice round of the day and 

we passed inspection before lunch! Unfortunately, we started 

having problems with 

the code; the robot was 

freezing up during prac-

tice rounds. A stressful 

situation, to say the 

least. The programming 

team got some help from other FRC teams as well as FIRSTõs 

IT team onsite. Add in a late night at the hotel, and they had 

us up and running again for competition matches on Saturday.  

After lots of time spent on the practice 

field, the programming team was able to 

get an autonomous program working, scor-

ing points at the very begin-

ning of each match.  

When not cheering in 

the stands, the rest 

of the team kept 

busy, too. Speaking 

with judges, talking 

to experts 

about new 

technologies, 

snacking (of 

course), 

scouting 

other teams 

and general-

ly having a 

good time 

were all on 

the docket.  

Saturday started early, and both our robot and our drive 

team showed a propensity for defense. Early in the day 

our autonomous wasnõt going yet, but we were out on the 

field passing the ball, defending against the opposing alli-

ance and even using other robots to score our own goals; 

turns out you can push a ball into a low goal on your own, 

or by pushing the ball with another robot. Cool! 8 match-

es later, the bot and 

the team were still go-

ing strong.  


